
St. James United Church Life and Work, January 12, 2020 

We gratefully acknowledge the following donations: 
*to the General Fund from Lorna Jamieson in loving memories of: 
husband, Bas Jamieson,  
mother Mildred Blackwood,  
sister Ida Dowden, 
brother Walter Blackwood Jr.; 
*to the Organ Maintenance Fund in loving memory of T. Alex Hickman 
from Nancy and family. 
 
Youth Group in 2020: First meeting of the year today after the 11am 
Service. 
 
Are you looking to help in some way? Our Lay Visitation Program Co-
ordinator is seeking folks who may be interested in participating in the 
program. If this area of help speaks to you, please call or email SuAn in the 
office, and let her know your availability. 
 
Tuesday, January 14 at 2pm: Pleasant View Towers Worship Service. 
Volunteers are asked to meet at 1:30 in the chapel to plan the 
congregation pick-ups; new volunteers are always welcome!  
 
Wednesday, January 15: AOTS dinner meeting at 5pm for 5:30 in the 
Auditorium. New members are always welcome, and encouraged to join. 
 
Saturday, January 18 at 4:30pm: Contemporary Worship Service on the 
new day at the new time! Please join us on Saturday afternoons at 4:30 for 
another chance to worship.   
 
January 18-25: Week of prayer for Christian Unity: The St John’s and Area 
Council of Churches invites you to join them at the Annual Service to 
celebrate the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity: 3:00pm on Sunday, 19  
January at the Salvation Army Citadel, Adams Avenue. The theme is “They 
showed us unusual kindness” (Acts 28:2), prepared by the churches of 
Malta. Speakers are Lieut Col Eddie Vincent and Archbishop Peter Hundt. 
 
Monday, January 20: Loose Threads Sewing Studio Winter Session 
begins. 

Valentine’s Day Fundraiser: Our 2020 Valentine’s Day fund raiser will be 
held on Friday, February 14.  Once again, the evening of fun and fellowship 
will include a concert followed by a dessert party.  There will also be a 
silent auction along with other special events.  If you’re interested in 
volunteering to assist, please contact Paul Walsh at paul.walsh@cim.ca or 
at 690-2767. 
 
Minute for Mission: Our gifts for Mission & Service support community 
ministries to hold space for those who otherwise would be lost and 
unknown. A simple candle is lit in the chapel at First United Church in the 
Downtown Eastside of Vancouver. The gathering on unceded Coast Salish 
traditional territory is acknowledged. We honour a community member 
who has died from drug poisoning. People in our neighborhood have come 
for many reasons. In spite of living on or below poverty incomes, in 
inadequate housing or rough on the street, they have made this 
community their home. In a relatively small footprint of land, people know 
and care deeply for one another. Today the church opens its doors to hold 
space for affirming life. Across Canada, more than 12,800 opioid-related 
deaths occurred between January 2016 and March 2019. 82 percent of 
accidental opioid-related deaths involved fentanyl or fentanyl analogues. 
Likely every church and community has been affected by drug poisoning. 
Vancouver’s inner city has been profoundly shaken by this pandemic. 
Public education, access to harm reduction supplies and safe consumption 
sites have begun to slowly reduce the numbers. We advocate for change in 
drug policy, increased housing, easier access to treatment facilities, and 
more supports for those who struggle with mental illness.  Your support 
for Mission & Service allows First United and other community ministries 
to continue a ministry of seeking justice and holding space for life. 

If you would like to participate in any of the following activities on a 
Sunday, please fill out the information below and return it to the office.  
                            I can help with the following on some Sunday:                   

Testing the 
sound system 

 Coffee Hour  Communion 

 Ushering  Music 
Presentation 

 Scripture Reading 
 

 
Name:__________________________________________________ 
Email:___________________________________ Telephone: ______ 


