


New Crest

Revisions to The United Church of Canada Crest
Reflect Inclusion of Aboriginal Peoples

The crest is the official signature of The United
Church of Canada. It displays our spiritual and
historic roots. At the 41st General Council meet-
ing in August 2012, the United Church revised its
crest to acknowledge the presence and spirituality
of Aboriginal peoples in the church at the time of
union and now. The changes in the crest also denote

that the church was built on Indigenous land.

Three churches joined together in 1925 to become
the United Church and are symbolized in the
crest: Congregational churches represented by the
Bible, Presbyterian churches by the burning bush,
and Methodism by the dove.

The background colours of the quadrants reflect
four traditional colours of the Aboriginal medi-
cine wheel. Each colour represents a different
corner of the world and carries specific teachings:
yellow for the east, black for the south, red for the

west, and white for the north.

The Latin words ut omnes unum sint that surround
the symbols on the crest mean “That all may be
one” and are taken from the Gospel of John 17:21.
Within the Aboriginal community, the phrase “All
my relations” reflects that same inclusive vision of
Christ. That phrase is translated into the Mohawk
language: Akwe Nia Tetewd:neren®, seen on the
right in the border. Mohawk was chosen because
the first documented ministry between Aboriginal
peoples and the founding denominations began
in 1822 between the Mohawks and Methodist

missionaries.

Our crest expresses a desire for unity in the work
of the church through the generations and that all
will be equally welcome. Through the Creator’s

love and grace, may it be so.
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For more information, see www.united-church.ca/history/crest.
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